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Urine and Bladder Problems in Dogs

Overview

e There are a number of different urine and bladder problems

that can affect dogs.

e They tend to cause symptoms such as blood in the urine,
difficulty peeing, incontinence and increased thirst.

e Contact your vet if your dog has symptoms of a bladder

problem.

Signs and Symptoms

If your dog has a problem with their bladder, you are likely to notice

one or more of the following symptoms:
e Blood in urine
e Frequent peeing
e Leaking urine
e Pain peeing
e Peeing in unusual places
e Blood dripping from the penis/vulva
e Drinking more than usual
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Types of bladder problem

There are a number of different urine and bladder conditions that can
affect dogs, some of the most common are listed below:

UTI (Urinary Tract Infection) - dogs with urine infections or cystitis
tend to have blood in their urine, wee more often than usual, and
leak small amounts of strong smelling urine.

Bladder stones - dogs with bladder stones tend to have blood in
their urine, suffer with recurrent UTI’s, and sometimes have
trouble peeing. The stones sometimes pass in the urine, but can
also cause blockages if they are large. Always contact your vet
immediately if your dog is unable to pee.

Incontinence - urine incontinence (urine leaking) can be caused by
many different conditions, ranging from minor issues such as
USMI, to more serious problems such as prostate problems and
congenital abnormalities.

Bladder tumours - bladder tumours tend to lead to more frequent
peeing and straining. They can also cause blood in the urine and
can sometimes even block the exit to the bladder, which makes
weeing difficult. Always contact your vet immediately if your dog is
unable to pee.

Kidney problems - kidney problems in dogs can cause increased
thirst, urine infections and more regular weeing.

Prostate problems - prostate problems only affect males (because
females don’t have a prostate gland) and are most common in
older dogs. Prostate problems tends to cause blood in the urine,
straining and pain when weeing. The prostate gland also sits close
to the bowel so can also cause problems when pooing.

Burst bladder - it's extremely rare for a dog to burst their bladder,
but it can happen after a traumatic event such as being hit by a
car. If your dog has burst their bladder they will have a very painful
tummy and either stop peeing, or leak urine. A burst bladder is a
very serious injury that left untreated, is usually fatal.

Supported by players of

< v 7
Pdsaoorg°uk A EPEOPLE’SH
© The People’s Dispensary for Sick Animals 12/18 PetWise Pet Health Hub - brought to you thanks to POSTCODE

Registered charity nos. 208217 & SC037585 support from players of People’s Postcode Lottery ELOTTERYHE



https://bit.ly/3bZ9BAH

pdsa

SAVING PETS CHANGING LIVES

When to contact your vet
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Contact your vet for a check up if your think your dog has abladder
problem or if you notice any changes to their urine. , If possible,
collect a fresh urine sample from your dog and take it to your

appointment.

Contact your vet for an emergency appointment if your dog is

unable to pee.

Diagnosis

In the first instance, it’s likely that your vet will examine your dog and
test their urine to look for common conditions such as a urine
infection. If your dog has a more complicated problem, or doesn't
respond to treatment as expected, your vet may need to run some
further tests to see what’s causing their symptoms. These tests may
include x-rays, an ultrasound scan, blood tests, or even surgery

Treatment

Treatment will depend on what’s causing your dog’s urine/bladder
problem but might include medication, surgery or changes to their
dogs diet. Some problems will only need treatment for a short time
but other urine and bladder problems may mean your dog needs

lifelong treatment or management.
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