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Drooling in Rabbits

Overview

e Healthy rabbits don’t dribble, so if you notice your rabbit doing so, it’s
likely that something is wrong.

e The most noticeable symptom of drooling in a rabbit tends to be wet fur
and hair loss around their mouth and chin.

e Contact your vet straight away if you notice your rabbit drooling,
especially if they appear unwell, or have stopped eating or pooing.

Causes of dribbling in rabbits
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Drooling usually causes stained fur and alopecia (fur loss) around the mouth.

The most obvious sign that a rabbit has been drooling is usually fur staining,
and alopecia (fur loss) around their mouth and chin. If they are in pain, they
may also grind their teeth, stop eating, and struggle to groom themselves. The
most common causes of drooling in rabbits include:

e Dental disease - a very common problem for pet rabbits.

e Toxin exposure - rabbits often drool if they’ve eaten something toxic or
bitter.
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Ear infections - ear infections can damage the nerves around the face,
which can cause drooling, a droopy face, and a head tilt.

Burns inside the mouth - rabbits like to chew, and if they chew
electrical wires, it's not uncommon for them to suffer electric shock
burns inside their mouth. If you have indoor bunnies, you will need to
‘rabbit proof’ your house before you can let them roam free. Read our
advice on keeping indoor rabbits.

Something stuck inside their mouth - if your rabbit gets something
stuck inside their mouth, they are likely to drool excessively until it's
removed. Your vet will use a special instrument to check inside your
rabbit’s mouth, don’t try to examine them yourself, you may end up
hurting them.

Kidney disease - kidney disease can cause painful mouth ulcers that
result in drooling.

Signs to look out for

It will help your vet if tell them about any other symptoms you have noticed,
such as:

Weight loss

A painful mouth

Tooth grinding

A dirty back end - if he/she is unable to groom
Low energy (lethargy)

A head tilt

Treatment

The treatment your rabbit needs will depend on why they are drooling. Once
your vet has examined him/her, they will be able to suggest the best course of
action.

When to contact your vet

If you notice your rabbit drooling, contact your vet straight away, especially if
they appear unwell or you think they are eating and/or pooing less than usual.
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