
Maria Dickin – Founder of PDSA  

'The suffering and misery of these poor, uncared-for creatures in our 

overcrowded areas was a revelation to me. I had no idea it existed, and 

it made me indescribably miserable.’ 

  ~ Maria Dickin, The Cry of the Animal, 1940 

'If you are so concerned about proper treatment of the sick animals of 

the poor, open your own dispensaries ... Show owners how to care for 

their animals in sickness and health. Do the same work that we are doing.’ 

  ~Maria Dickin in a letter to the Royal College, 1937 

 

Can you give at least two persuasive techniques that Maria Dickin uses in her writing? (Level 5) 
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What do you think Maria Dickin’s purpose was? Explain your answer, giving examples. (Level 6) 
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Who do you think the audience of the extract is? Explain your answer, giving examples. (Level 6) 
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Are the extracts of her writing effective? Explain why, using examples. (Level 7) 
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