
Maria Dickin – Founder of PDSA  

'The suffering and misery of these poor, uncared-for creatures in our 

overcrowded areas was a revelation to me. I had no idea it existed, and 

it made me indescribably miserable.’ 

  ~ Maria Dickin, The Cry of the Animal, 1940 

'If you are so concerned about proper treatment of the sick animals of 

the poor, open your own dispensaries ... Show owners how to care for 

their animals in sickness and health. Do the same work that we are doing.’ 

  ~Maria Dickin in a letter to the Royal College, 1937 

 

Can you give at least two persuasive techniques that Maria Dickin uses in her writing? (Level 5) 

 

 Strong adjectives, e.g. ‘poor, uncared-for’ 

 Imperative verbs, e.g. ‘do, show’ 

 First and second person perspective 

 

 

What do you think Maria Dickin’s purpose was? Explain your answer, giving examples. (Level 6) 

 

Her purpose was to persuade people to help her care for animals and teach people about 

responsible animal care. I know this because she says ‘show owners how to care for their animals.’ 

The imperative verb ‘show’ is commanding the audience to help her achieve her mission.  

 

Who do you think the audience of the extract is? Explain your answer, giving examples. (Level 6) 

I think the audience is adults, particularly vets or wealthy people in positions of power. The reason 

I think this is because she says ‘open your own dispensaries,’ appealing to people who have the 

means to do this. The audience is definitely adults as she uses difficult words, such as 

‘indescribably’. 

 

Are the extracts of her writing effective? Explain why, using examples. (Level 7) 

I think this extract is effective as she uses lots of persuasive techniques to engage the reader. She 

uses strong emotive adjectives, such as ‘poor’ and ‘overcrowded’ help the reader to picture the 

bleak scene she is describing. The first person perspective is used to make the reader feel that she 

is honest, when she says ‘I had no idea it existed’. The reader would be more likely to trust 

someone who is speaking honestly. Also, she makes the reader feel as though they should join 

what ‘everyone else’ is doing, when she says ‘do the same work that we are doing.’ This technique 

is well known to persuade someone to do something; the ‘tribal’ mentality.  


