
 

Vampire Bat Fact File 
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Name: Name: Name: Name: Vampire Bat    
    
Diet:Diet:Diet:Diet:    Blood    
    
Habitat: Habitat: Habitat: Habitat: Live in Southern and Central 
America 
 

Myths 

Facts 

Stereotypes 

People believe that vampire bats are blood-sucking 
monsters that kill creatures by sucking their blood 
and will attack people at night time. This is not the 
case as vampire bats only drink the blood of a 
sleeping animal, only taking up to 2 tablespoons. 
 
 

• Vampire bats only live in Transylvania – FALSE. There are 3 species of this kind of bat and they are 
all found in Central and Southern America. 
 

• Vampire bats are really big – FALSE. They are actually quite small, only growing to the length of a 
human adult thumb, with a wingspan of 20 - 30cm and weighing 28 - 40g. 

 

• They can live up to 9 years. 

• They feed for 30 minutes, on cattle and horses. 

• Vampire bats only have a few teeth, but they are very sharp! 

• They live in colonies of up to 100 bats. In one year those bats can drink the blood of 25 cows. 

• Vampire bats only take the blood from sleeping animals. The chemicals in their saliva mean that they 
do not wake the animal up when they make a cut as the animal doesn’t feel any pain. The chemicals 
also stop the blood from clotting and keep the blood vessel open. 

• They sleep upside down during the day from the roofs of caves. 

• Bats are the only mammal that can fly. 

• They are the only mammal that feeds entirely on blood. 

• Bats are able to sense when an animal is asleep and they have a heat sensor on their nose that 
allows them to detect where the blood is flowing close to the surface. 


