Shark Fact File

Name: Great White Shark

Diet: Great Whites are carnivores and
most commonly eat sea lions, seals
and sometime sea turtles.

Habitat: Can be found in oceans
around the globe.

Stereotypes

Great White sharks are commonly known as man-eaters, films like Jaws portray them as hunters that
like the taste of human blood; on the prowl looking to eat people enjoying a swim. However, they are
not hunting for humans; they are simply curious creatures!

Myths

e Sharks have poor eyesight and often mistake humans for seals — FALSE. Great Whites actually have
excellent eyesight and scientists believe they can see fairly well above the water tool!

Great Whites will eat anything in the water — FALSE. Sharks are very curious animals and will bite
just about anything because sharks use their teeth to feel, just as we use our hands.

Facts

Can grow to between 15 and 20 ft long (4.6-6m).

Can weigh up to 5,0001b (2,268 kg).

Great White sharks are and endangered species.

They can detect very small amounts of blood up to 3 miles away.

Fully grown adults can swim up to 43 mph.

After eating a seal a Great White can go for 1-2 months without another big meal.

Shark skin is so rough that it has been used as sandpaper.

Sharks’ corneas are similar to those in a human eye and operations have been carried out replacing
a human cornea for a shark cornea.

They have around 300 teeth in their mouths.

As an apex predator that is not preyed upon, they control fish and marine mammal populations;
keeping the ecosystem healthy.

They can detect one drop of blood in 100 litres of water.
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