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Functional skills

-
Literacy

Pupils develop
communication skills, using
persuasive and descriptive
language.
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n/a
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Be healthy:
Stay safe:
Enjoy and achieve:

Achieve economic wellbeing: X
their care.

Every child matters

Pupils learn about how animals should be cared for and kept healthy.
Pupils learn about how animals should be cared for and kept safe.
Pupils actively participate in the lesson learning about the media.

Pupils consider the costs involved in caring for animals and why this may affect

Make a positive contribution: Pupils work collaboratively.

o
Learning objectives

All animals deserve to be protected.

The way animals are shown in the media is not
always a true representation of the way they
really behave and how we should treat them.

Know about different animal welfare issues and
how these are presented in the media.

Learning outcomes

All: Will be able to recognise how all animals
must be treated.

Most: Will be able to understand that the media
does not always provide a correct portrayal of
animals.

Some: Will be able to understand how the media
contribute to the negative images of animals.

Key words

Respect
Perception
Stereotype
Media

Resources

Animal images

Animal fact packs
Like/dislike cards

Card and paper
Colouring pens/pencils

Ve

Activity Teacher

Explain to pupils that they are
going to be shown some
pictures of animals and they
are to use their cards to show
whether they like that animal
or not. Give pupils the
like/dislike cards.

Starter

When each image has been
shown and pupils have
responded, ask individuals to
explain why they do or do not
like that animal.

Explain to pupils what a
stereotype is in relation to
animals. Stereotypical traits
that are associated with a
particular species;
exaggerations of real life
characteristics and have been
enhanced and often incorrectly
portrayed by the media i.e.
snake — sly, sharks — eat
humans, - bears — lazy and
simple. You can use a mind
map to help display pupil’s
thoughts.

Pupils look at the pictures of
animals and use their cards to
show whether they like that
animal or not.

Pupils explain why they like or
dislike the animal shown.

Pupils listen and give their
opinions on stereotypes, what is
meant by a stereotype, examples
of animal stereotypes.
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Notes

This lesson can be
adapted for pupils
in KS2, 3 and 4;
with more of a
debate taking place
with more able

pupils.

Scottish Curriculum:

HWB 2-37a

Welsh Curriculum:

Developing
thinking

Active citizenship
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Activity

Plenary

Teacher

Ask pupils where they think
these stereotypes have come
from, i.e. media: film, news,
TV, word of mouth — Jaws,
vampire films etc.

Split pupils into small groups
and give each group an
animal information pack about
one of the five animals from
the starter.

Explain to pupils that they are
going to use the pack to help
them create a campaign
poster/presentation to
promote that animal and why
it needs respect too. Tell pupils
that they will make
presentations to the class at
the end of the lesson.

Ask pupils to deliver the
campaign presentations to the
class. After each presentation
ask the class how they feel
about the animal now.

Explain to pupils that, because
of the way some animals look
and are perceived, they are
not looked after properly or
given the respect they deserve.
Promote the thought that ALL
animals must be respected
and cared for and that the five
welfare needs should be met
whenever we keep or use
animals. The media often use
stereotypes which do not help
people’s perceptions of certain
animals.

Pupil

Pupils discuss where they think
stereotypes come from and the
effect the media has on people’s
opinions and the development of
stereotypes.

Pupils split into small groups.

Pupils work together in their
groups and create a campaign
presentation/poster for their given
animal.

Pupils deliver the presentation to
the rest of the class.

Pupils discuss the need for all
animals to be cared for.

Extension

Sometimes the media can make certain animals seem cute or desirable. This can result in people buying
animals without knowing how to look after them properly. Examples of this include increases in

ownership of turtles following Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, owls after Harry Potter, guinea pigs after

Tie Pesple’e Dlepsriar; the movie “G-force” and meerkats after a popular television advert. People should always research a

for Sick Animals, pet’s needs before owning them and they should never be bought on a whim.
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