
History of PDSA (to read out with PPT pictures for the 

timeline history lesson) 

PDSA was founded by an inspirational lady, Maria Dickin, in 1917. She was an animal 

lover and when her own dog got sick, she was distressed by her dog’s pain, but felt lucky 

that she could take it to the vet to be treated and others couldn’t afford to.  

Maria did social work in London’s East End and was horrified by the poverty she 

witnessed, but it was the sight of animals suffering in silence that she found unbearable. 

Because of what she saw, she opened a clinic in London on 17
th

 November 1917 

whereby people could bring their sick animals for free veterinary treatment.  

It was an immediate success and within four years, PDSA had 7 clinics across London, 

seeing over 40,000 animals a year. At a time when women were not allowed entry to the 

Royal Veterinary College, Maria recruited and trained staff in the face of much criticism.  

She wanted to treat sick animals and educate people all over 

the UK so came up with the idea of ‘mobile dispensaries’, 

horse-drawn caravans that toured the country. This still exists 

today in the form of the PDSA ‘Pet Check’ vehicles that travel 

the country giving advice and educating the public about caring 

for their animals.  

Maria Dickin was keen to spread the word about responsible 

pet care, so she launched Busy Bees, a special club for 

children. Enid Blyton became Queen Bee of the Busy Bees Club 

in 1952, which had 50,000 members across the UK. Today, we 

have a children’s club called Pet Protectors, which teaches 

thousands of young people about our work.  

In 1960, PDSA opened its very first purpose-built hospital in Nottingham. Today, PDSA 

has 50 PetAid hospitals and we continue to work towards Maria Dickin’s dream of a 

healthy life for all pets.  


