KEY STAGE 3/4

pdsa

SAVING PETS CHANGING LIVES

Title

Animal Communication

Key stage
3/4

Topic

Animal Communication
- Reading body language
and emotions

Subject
Citizenship

Learning objectives

Pupils should be able to recognise how a
dog, cat, rabbit or guinea pig is feeling by

their body language.

Pupils should develop an understanding of

how to stay safe around pets.

Learning outcomes

body language.

safe to approach a pet.

body language.

All - Will be able to state how other people
are feeling by their facial expressions and

Most - Will be able to recognise when it is

Some - Will be able to understand how pets
are feeling and how they 'talk’' through their

Cross curricular links
Science:

- Genetics are evolution
(differences between
species and the variation
between individuals within
a species)

English:
- See N/C Links below

Key words

PDSA Emotions Body language Warning signs

Vet Happy Relaxed Misconception
Charity Worried Alert Aggressive

Pet Hospital Stressed Interested Consequences
Key questions

Do you think PDSA's work is important? What is a charity?

How do you think this person is feeling?

Where does the money come from to treat sick and injured pets?
Which has the upper hand: the cat or the dog? How do you know this?

Which is worse: a dog or cat bite?

Resources

PowerPoint presentation
Pens and Paper

Activity Teacher Pupil Time
Slide 1: Introduce PDSA and give | Pupils are asked pupils if they have a
rN/C Links Y |Intro a brigFoverview of the dog and if they feel comfortable or
English: session. nervous around dogs.
- Participate in formal
debates and structured
g;‘sg;];rsg)un“sé sounmwn;zlilzf Slide 2: Share the slide details Pupils are asked if they've heard of
been said PDSA and ask the questions PDSA before and can tell you what
- Use star;dard English overview | from the slide notes. work we do (show of hands).
confidently in a ra%ge of Pupils discuss where they think the
Formal and informal money comes from to treat sick and
. . injured pets with their partner and then
cr)ntexts, lr:fludmg FeJedbaci to class P
S I?issst:)notn; trl]zcussmn. Pupils are asked if they think PDSA's
contributions of others work is valuable and what would
ask questions to clarify and happen if PDSA didn't exist.
inform, and challenge
cz:;:s;usly where Slide 3: Use the slide notes to
P ) Emotions | explain that we use both
Citizenship: words and body
- The nature of rules and ;EIZQF::IQG to convey how
laws ’
i—n-ls-?iiurgLe:spa:i}ée\?otl)gnﬂ:l:;c Slide 4: Ask pupils how the Pupils identify the emotion through the
groups in society, and the FHelJeT;:ns IF:)eeerlsisn in eachimageis | image alone (hands up for responses).
ways in which citizens work 9 Explai?{ how we can
together.t(.) im.prove‘their understand what people
gom(:?ttijnr:ittl?ess’ ltr;cludlng are trying to say through
pport ) their body language -
participate in school-based although some people
?(‘:I'trl\\gt(;?l:sl;erent wavs a are better at hiding their
- ay emotions than others.
citizen can contribute to
the improvement of their
Lcommunity. )
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Activity

Slide 5: How do these
animals feel?

Slide 6: How would you
feel if people didn't listen?

Slide 7: Relaxed and
Playful

Slide 8: Belly rubs

Slide 9: Alert and focused

Slide 10: Anxious or
worried

Slide 11: Scared

Slide 12: I'm about to react
and possibly bite

Slide 13: Which is worse?

Slide 16: Interspecies
interaction

Slide 17: How do these
animals feel? - Revisited
Slide 18: Rabbits

Slide 19: What else is
going on?

Slide 20: Relaxed and
resting

Slide 21: Alert and
interested

Slide 23: Happy

Slide 22: Angry or unhappy

Teacher

Same outline as the previous task
only this time with animals.

Ask the pupils how the girlin the
image is feeling and why she might
be feeling that way.

Explain that she feels that way
because she is being ignored.
Explain that dogs feel the same.

Ask the pupils how they think the
dog is feeling in the image.

Show the image of both the cat and
the dog and use the slide notes to
build a comparison.

Use the slide notes to explain the
difference between the two animals,
even though they look the same.

Use the slide notes to explain how to
recognise if a dog and cat are alert
and focused.

Use the slide notes to explain how to
recognise if a dog and cat are feeling
anxious or worried.

Use the slide notes to explain how to
recognise if a dog and cat are feeling
scared.

Show the images on the slide and
explain that these pets are showing
very obvious signs unlike the
previous images.

Ask the pupils to vote which they
think are worse, dog scratches or cat
scratches and dog bites or cat bites.
Use the slide notes to give answers
to the class.

notes.

Ask the group to identify what could
be happening in the picture of the
cat and the dog.

Revisit the quiz from earlier to
confirm answers.

Use the slide notes to give an
overview of rabbits.

Use the slide notes to explain how
the rabbit in the image could be
feeling.

Use the slide notes to explain what
the rabbits' body language suggests.

Use the slide notes to explain what
the rabbits' body language suggests.

Use the slide notes to explain what
the rabbit's body language suggests.

Use the slide notes to explain what
the rabbit's body language suggests.

Pupil

The pupils decide how each animal is
feeling based on the image alone.

Pupils consider how they'd feel if
no-one was listening to them and feed
back to class.

You could ask the pupils to identify the
differences before talking through the
slide notes.

The pupils discuss the consequences of
this body language being
misinterpreted.

Pupils have a discussion in pairs and
then vote. Ask the pupils for their
reasons.

Slide 14: Cats Explain that the next few slides will Pupils discuss their answers with a peer
look at how animals communicate before feeding back to the class.
with each other.
Ask the questions in the slide notes.

Slide 15: Dogs Again, ask the questions in the slide | Pupils discuss their answers with a peer

before feeding back to the class.

Pupils discuss what they think is
happening with a peer and then
feedback to the class.

Time
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Notes

Timings are approximate
and may need adjusting to
suit your class.

Any activity that is verbal,
can also be done on paper.
It depends on rooming and
timing.

Activity

Slide 24:
Social

Slide 25:
Guinea Pigs

Slide 26:
Vocalisation

Slide 27:
Guinea pigs

Slide 28:
Diesel

Slide 29:
Video

Slide 30:

Slide 31:
Thanks!

Teacher

Use the slide notes to describe
the vocalisations rabbits make.

Use the slide notes to give an
overview of guinea pigs.

Use the slide notes to describe
the vocalisations guinea pigs
make. Stress that rabbits and
guinea pigs shouldn't be kept
together as they don't speak the
same language.

Use the slide notes to discuss
guinea pig body language and
how it differs from rabbit body
language.

Give a brief overview of Diesel's
story - explain that he
communicated with his owner to
indicate the house was on fire.
He used both his body language
and vocalisation.

Play the video of Diesel

Pet Day video

Thank you from PDSA!

Pupil

Ask the pupils what noise a
rabbit makes.

Time

Extension activity

about the videos.

Adaptations for additional needs

The PowerPoint is editable so the fonts can be changed
and made bigger. The background colour/screen could
also be changed if need be.

Some children may need adult supervision.

Outline what will happen in the session for children with
ASD, remove sounds from slides and pre-warn the teacher

Evaluation
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	Title: Animal Communication
	Key Stage: 3/4
	Topic: Animal Communication       - Reading body language and emotions
	Learning Objectives: Pupils should be able to recognise how a dog, cat, rabbit or guinea pig is feeling by their body language.


Pupils should develop an understanding of how to stay safe around pets.
	Learning outcomes: All - Will be able to state how other people are feeling by their facial expressions and body language.


Most - Will be able to recognise when it is safe to approach a pet. 


Some - Will be able to understand how pets are feeling and how they 'talk' through their body language.
	Subject: Citizenship
	Key words: PDSA                                    Emotions                             Body language                       Warning signs
Vet                                        Happy                                   Relaxed                                       Misconception
Charity                                Worried                                Alert                                            Aggressive
Pet Hospital                      Stressed                               Interested                                 Consequences
	Cross curricular links: Science:
- Genetics are evolution (differences between species and the variation between individuals within a species)

English: 
- See N/C Links below
	Key Questions: Do you think PDSA's work is important?                      What is a charity?     
How do you think this person is feeling?                      Which is worse: a dog or cat bite?
Where does the money come from to treat sick and injured pets?
Which has the upper hand: the cat or the dog? How do you know this?
	Resources: PowerPoint presentation
Pens and Paper
	N/C Links: English:
- Participate in formal debates and structured discussions, summarising and/or build on what has been said.
- Use standard English confidently in a range of formal and informal contexts, including classroom discussion. 
- Listen to the contributions of others, ask questions to clarify and inform, and challenge courteously where possible. 

Citizenship:
- The nature of rules and laws
- The roles played by public institutions and voluntary groups in society, and the ways in which citizens work together to improve their communities, including opportunities to participate in school-based activities. 
- The different ways a citizen can contribute to the improvement of their community. 
	Activity: Slide 1:
Intro




Slide 2: PDSA overview









Slide 3: Emotions




Slide 4: Human feelings


	Teacher: Introduce  PDSA and give a brief overview of the session.



Share the slide details and ask the questions from the slide notes. 









Use the slide notes to explain that we use both  
words and body language to convey how we feel.

Ask pupils how the person in each image is feeling. 
Explain how we can understand what people are trying to say through their body language - although some people are better at hiding their emotions than others. 
	Pupil: Pupils are asked pupils if they have a dog and if they feel comfortable or nervous around dogs. 



Pupils are asked if they've heard of PDSA before and can tell you what work we do (show of hands). 
Pupils discuss where they think the money comes from to treat sick and injured pets with their partner and then feedback to class.
Pupils are asked if they think PDSA's work is valuable and what would happen if PDSA didn't exist.








Pupils identify the emotion through the image alone (hands up for responses).







	Time: 
	Activity3: 
Slide 5: How do these animals feel?


Slide 6: How would you feel if people didn't listen?








Slide 7: Relaxed and Playful


Slide 8: Belly rubs



Slide 9: Alert and focused



Slide 10: Anxious or worried


Slide 11: Scared



Slide 12: I'm about to react and possibly bite



Slide 13: Which is worse?





Slide 14: Cats




Slide 15: Dogs


Slide 16: Interspecies interaction


Slide 17: How do these animals feel? - Revisited

Slide 18: Rabbits


Slide 19: What else is going on?


Slide 20: Relaxed and resting

Slide 21: Alert and interested

Slide 22: Angry or unhappy


Slide 23: Happy
	Teacher3: 
Same outline as the previous task only this time with animals.


Ask the pupils how the girl in the image is feeling and why she might be feeling that way. 
Explain that she feels that way because she is being ignored. 
Explain that dogs feel the same. 

Ask the pupils how they think the dog is feeling in the image.

Show the image of both the cat and the dog and use the slide notes to build a comparison. 

Use the slide notes to explain the difference between the two animals, even though they look the same.

Use the slide notes to explain how to recognise if a dog and cat are alert and focused. 

Use the slide notes to explain how to recognise if a dog and cat are feeling anxious or worried. 

Use the slide notes to explain how to recognise if a dog and cat are feeling scared. 

Show the images on the slide and explain that these pets are showing very obvious signs unlike the previous images. 

Ask the pupils to vote which they think are worse, dog scratches or cat scratches and dog bites or cat bites.
Use the slide notes to give answers to the class.

Explain that the next few slides will look at how animals communicate with each other.
Ask the questions in the slide notes.

Again, ask the questions in the slide notes.

Ask the group to identify what could be happening in the picture of the cat and the dog. 

Revisit the quiz from earlier to confirm answers.

Use the slide notes to give an overview of rabbits.

Use the slide notes to explain how the rabbit in the image could be feeling.

Use the slide notes to explain what the rabbits' body language suggests.

Use the slide notes to explain what the rabbits' body language suggests.

Use the slide notes to explain what the rabbit's body language suggests.

Use the slide notes to explain what the rabbit's body language suggests.
	Pupil3: 
The pupils decide how each animal is feeling based on the image alone.


Pupils consider how they'd feel if no-one was listening to them and feed back to class. 







You could ask the pupils to identify the differences before talking through the slide notes. 

















The pupils discuss the consequences of this body language being misinterpreted.


Pupils have a discussion in pairs and then vote. Ask the pupils for their reasons.



Pupils discuss their answers with a peer before feeding back to the class.



Pupils discuss their answers with a peer before feeding back to the class.

Pupils discuss what they think is happening with a peer and then feedback to the class.
	Time3: 
	Notes2: Timings are approximate and may need adjusting to suit your class.
 
Any activity that is verbal, can also be done on paper. It depends on rooming and timing.


	Activity2:  Slide 24: Social

Slide 25: Guinea Pigs

Slide 26: Vocalisation





Slide 27: Guinea pigs



Slide 28: Diesel





Slide 29: Video



Slide 30: 

Slide 31: Thanks!





	Teacher2: Use the slide notes to describe the vocalisations rabbits make.

Use the slide notes to give an overview of guinea pigs.

Use the slide notes to describe the vocalisations guinea pigs make. Stress that rabbits and guinea pigs shouldn't be kept together as they don't speak the same language.

Use the slide notes to discuss guinea pig body language and how it differs from rabbit body language.

Give a brief overview of Diesel's story - explain that he communicated with his owner to indicate the house was on fire. He used both his body language and vocalisation.

Play the video of Diesel




Pet Day video

Thank you from PDSA!


	Pupil2: Ask the pupils what noise a rabbit makes.
	Time2: 
	Extension activity: 
	Adaptations for Additional Needs: The PowerPoint is editable so the fonts can be changed and made bigger. The background colour/screen could also be changed if need be.

Some children may need adult supervision.

Outline what will happen in the session for children with ASD, remove sounds from slides and pre-warn the teacher about the videos. 
	Evalution: 


